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Before You Begin

Portugal continues to attract thousands of people who wish
to live, work or start over.

But the rules have changed.

New requirements may directly affect your legal situation
in the country.

This guide was created to help you understand the
essential points of immigration in Portugal - in a simple,
practical and accessible way.

Avoid mistakes. Protect your process. Make informed
decisions.
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IMMIGRATION IN PORTUGAL

What you need to know now

Avoid mistakes, delays and confusion.

Understand the essential steps to live legally in Portugal.
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What Has Changed in the Law?

Immigration rules in Portugal have undergone important
changes.

Some procedures have become more demanding, and
certain applications now depend on new legal criteria.

For many foreign nationals, this may mean:
• longer waiting times
• higher risk of refusal
• need for additional documentation
• difficulties with regularisation

Understanding these changes is essential to avoid
future problems.
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Who May Be Affected?

Changes to the law may affect different profiles of foreign
nationals who live in Portugal or intend to move to
Portugal.

These may include:
• people who wish to regularise their situation
• foreign workers
• international students
• families involved in family reunification procedures
• citizens waiting for documentation
• people with pending applications

Each situation requires specific attention and careful
analysis of the documents submitted.
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What Should You Do Now?

Before starting any process, it is essential to understand
which rules apply to your specific case.

A simple mistake may cause:
• delays
• refused applications
• missed deadlines
• future difficulties with regularisation

Clear information and proper guidance can make all the
difference in the success of your process.
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Common Immigration Mistakes

Many applications fail because of simple mistakes that
could have been avoided.

The most common include:
• submitting incomplete documentation
• using the wrong visa
• missing important deadlines
• relying on incorrect information
• starting procedures without proper guidance

Avoiding these mistakes may save months - or even
years - in your process.
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Need Guidance?

Every immigration process is different.

Small details can make a significant difference in the final
outcome.

If you intend to live, work or regularise your situation in
Portugal, seek reliable information and guidance suited to
your specific case.
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